precautionary quarantine measures where justified. In 1966 legislation was enacted covering tropical grasses and tropical legumes. Based on development work by CSIRO and the Queensland Department of Primary Industry this legislation came into force before any signiticant commercial imports were attempted despite a considerable time lag involved in producing the necessary legislation. The quarantine restrictions on the import of tropical pasture seeds remains a controversial issue. The full support of plant pathologists, familiar with these crops, has enabled plant quarantine to remain firm. Future Australians may judge the action taken in the early 1960's in connection with tropical pasture species.
The search for localities where disease free seed is produced needs to be sustained so that intercontinental exchange of seed may take place without disease risk. A search for improved seed treatments for internally carried seed borne diseases needs to be also pursued.
At a recent Inter-Governmental Consulation of the Food and Agriculture Organisation to consider measures to update the International Plant Protection Convention it was decided that countries should provide a list of quarantine diseases and pests against which prohibitions and restrictions are in force. This obviously means that complete embargoes without valid reasons are not acceptable and sound biological reasons must exist for quarantine controls.
The procedure whereby applications for cultures of micro-organisms was modified ten years ago has been one of extreme satisfaction for Plant Quarantine. Through a revolving Culture Committee the leading Plant Pathologists throughout Australia are likely to become involved in the decision making process. This has had a very salutory effect because somewhat vehement criticisms of earlier days from plant pathologists has completely disappeared.
The deliberate introduction of micro-organisms has been one of the most stimulating challenges for plant quarantine during the past decade. By a most willing and helpful co-operation from the leading pathologists throughout Australia wise and beneficial decisions have been reached after deliberate and full enquiry. Biological control is likely to intensify so the call for this guidance is likely to increase.
It is desired to emphasise and endorse Graeme Evan's comment that quarantine is a national responsibility involving both State and Commonwealth. In the Plant Pathology field resources are numerically limited at the Commonwealth level. The Plant Quarantine Branch has relied extremely heavily on the State Plant Pathological services. Their contribution over the years has been substantial and indeed appreciated. It was gratifying to hear your President's acknowledgement. However, one word of warning needs to be sounded. Any attempt to alienate this alliance between State Plant Pathological services and the Federal Plant Quarantine service, as was attempted in 1975. must be resisted at all costs, if the Australian Plant Quarantine Service is to retain the reputation which it has gained throughout the world.
Plant Quarantine cannot afford to be static and must always be endeavouring to anticipate disease threats as well as significant developments. For example plant quarantine needs to keep up-to-date on the overseas development in tissue culture techniques and the establishment of official germ plasm banks. This may enable Australia to relax the rigid control of vegetatively propagated material which policy has been the cause of considerable criticism from outside Australia. To a lesser 19 degree the necessity to introduce a Variety Protection or Patent Rights Scheme in Australia could mean some significant changes for the operation of Plant Quarantine.
In his concluding remarks Graeme Evans invites plant pathologists throughout Australia to fulfil their rightful role by speaking out fearlessly on controversial issues. An example where this could apply undoubtedly relates to the question of apple imports from Canada and the risk of fireblight.
May I say that I personally applaud the Presidential Address given by Graeme Evans and regret that it was not possible for me to attend the Plant Pathologists Conference in Brisbane.
J. R. Morschel Assitant Director-General (Plant Quarantine) Canberra, A.C.T. 2600
NEWS FROM THE EXECUTIVE

A.G.M. and Presidential Term
Clause 29 of the constitution states that "The Annual General Meeting of the Society shall be held at the discretion of the Council but shall be at intervals of not more than two years". Therefore the next A.G.M. is planned to coincide with the 3rd National Conference in Plant Pathology, Melbourne in May 1978. It is felt that the Epidemiology and Crop Loss Assessment Workshop is not a suitable occasion to convene an A.G.M. Consequently the current President of A.P.P.S., Dr. Ronald Close, has agreed to extend his term to the May '78, Melbourne meeting. President Elect Dr. J. Shepherd has agreed to take office in May '78.
Constitutional Amendments
Discussions at a recent meeting of the Executive have highlighted certain aspects of the constitution which may require amendment. An example is the election of Honorary Fellows by postal ballot (Clause 4b). The Executive feels that election of Honorary Fellows should be more discreet and therefore clause 4b may require amendment.
The procedure for amending the constitution under clause 39 is felt to be rather cumbersome and costs of a postal ballot could be high. Therefore as a first step the Executive proposes that clause 39 be amended to read "This constitution may be amended by financial members of the Society provided that not less than three months notice of the proposed amendment has been circulated to the members and the resolution is passed by a simple majority of the members voting at the Annual General Meeting either in person or by proxy". The proposed amendment is based on such a clause in the constitution of the Australian Entomology Society.
Voting slips on the amendment to clause 39 will accompany the renewal of subscription forms in January 1978.
ERRATUM
In the New Diseases paper entitled "The first recordings of Milo disease and Periconia circinata on sorghums in Australia" by P. E. Mayers, published in A.P.P.S. Newsletter Volume 5 Number 4, the last sentence of paragraph one on page 59, should read as follows:
"Identification of three sporulating root specimens has been confirmed by Dr. M. B. Ellis of the Commonwealth Mycological Institute (IMI 202395, 202396 and 202397) ."
